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Greetings to you all. 
 
I do hope and pray that you are all well and finding the re-
sources to negotiate this time of ‘physical distancing’. 
 
The Link seems a particularly helpful and important title for a 
parish publication at this time – linking us home-to-home 
across a large geographical area. Of course, not everyone will 
have access to the internet, so might not see the online ver-
sion. If you know of someone who might need a hard copy sent 
through the post, please let me know (with name and address) 
and I can try to print a copy off and send it through. 
 
This is not a ‘normal’ version of The Link and I thank everyone 
who has contributed to make it relevant and helpful to our 
current situation.  
 
Some words from Terry Waite about his experience as a hos-
tage (taken from an interview). He was held captive in isolation 
for 1,763 days. 
 
Religion is a remarkable phenomenon because it attracts all 
sorts of encumbrances around it, many of which are just sheer 
nonsense in my view. But when you are out on a limb, when you 
are at the extremities, somehow you try and get to the real 
heart of the matter, try and cut through the nonsense and get 
to the real essence of belief and being. 
 
If I can put it very, very simply—and this may seem too simple 
for some—I could say this in the face of my captors: you have 
the power to break my body, and you have tried; you have the 
power to bend my mind, and you have tried; but my soul is not 
yours to possess. There was that essential belief that my soul 
lay in the hands of God and couldn’t be taken by others. 
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Now, we can argue till the cows come home, as people have 
done across the generations, about what the soul is. For me it 
is the sum-total of me—my identity, my essential being, which 
lay in the hands of God and couldn’t be taken by others. And 
that very, very simple belief was enough to enable me to re-
tain hope. 
 
If anybody listening to this is in a situation of real unpleasant-
ness, difficulty, sickness or whatever, realise that you are not 
going to be destroyed. If you face suffering it will be very 
difficult; there may be no relief from the suffering. But if 
you can have hope behind it you will not be destroyed. 

FROM THE CHURCH REGISTERS 

BAPTISMS 
 
16 February – St Mary’s, Kettlewell – Charlie BRIGGS 
23 February – St Mary’s, Kettlewell – Elijah Isaac APPLETON 
8 March – St Oswald’s, Arncliffe – Alice Sara RISHTON 

 

FUNERALS & BURIALS 

22 March - St Mary’s Kettlewell - Marjorie GOODWIN 

22 March - St Michael & All Angels, Hubberholme -  

Elsie THORNBORROW 

26 March - St Oswald’s, Arncliffe - Geoffrey LUND 
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THE CHURCH ROTAS 

April Church Rotas: There are no church services for the 
foreseeable future and due to the closure of the churches 
there can be no church cleaning until we are advised different-
ly. 
 
Please take a look at the website for online services and re-
cordings: 
 
www.upperwharfedalechurches.org 
 
Arrangements for James, Mo and Family’s Farewell.  It is 
with deep regret that the get-together arranged for Sunday, 
26th April has now been postponed until a date into the future. 
When we have further news it will be communicated. James’s 
licensing as Rector of Holy Trinity, Skipton is still due to go 
ahead (probably as a ’virtual service’), however, he and the fam-
ily will still be resident in Kettlewell until further notice. 
 
The Parish Office: will be closed until further notice. For en-
quiries about church, The Administrator, Andrew Hitchon, can 
be contacted at: 
andrew.hitchon63@gmail.com 
 
Or please contact James: 
James.theodosius@leeds.anglican.org 
01756 - 760237 

THE VILLAGE HALLS / INSTITUTES / SCHOOL ROOMS 

 
The village halls and institutes and school rooms have been 
closed until further notice and all activities and events can-
celled for April. As government advice changes, we will up-
date you on future arrangements.  
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Kettlewell & District WI 
 
In March members were treated to an evening of Chair Yoga 
and Movement to Music with Mrs Angie Bagnall who showed us 
that exercise can be fun and, as we all worked hard, we also did 
a lot of laughing.  Thank you, Angie, for a really great evening 
but, I am sure that none of us will ever be as lithe as you.  
Sadly we have had to postpone the April Meeting with Ms Sue 
Woodcock and possibly, too, the June outing. 
It is important that members take all official advice to keep 
safe and help each other get through this crisis together.  
Please look after neighbours and friends with a friendly tele-
phone call and make sure that no one suffers loneliness.  Any-
one who is feeling lonely, please, please pick up a phone and call 
a friend, you must not hesitate as we are all here to support 
each other in whatever way we are able. 
Being kind is essential.  Take care. 
 
Kettlewell & District Horticultural Society Show  
 
Following the AGM on February 24th The Society now has a 
Chair – Maureen Heseltine, a Secretary – Angela Wood, a 
Treasurer – Sue Nelson and a number of new Committee Mem-
bers.  The Show, therefore, would definitely have gone ahead 
this year on Sunday, 13th September, however, due to re-
strictions that have been put in place with regard to corona-
virus, the Committee is now saying it will make a decision by Ju-
ly as to whether this year’s Show will go ahead. In the mean-
while, the themes for this year’s photographs are ‘Spring’, 
‘Bridges’ and the usual ‘any subject’. No photograph to exceed 
7” x 5” before mounting.  

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.  

11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  

22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.  

 

DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.  

7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.  

16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 
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The cross symbolizes many things, but most of all it is a 
symbol and statement of divine love- an outpouring of a 
love that challenges all abuses and constraints of power. 
 
Normally on Palm Sunday we join together at Buckden and 
follow the way to Hubberholme Church. Last year the 
Bishop of Ripon joined us and enjoyed it so much she 
wrote about it in the Yorkshire Post. It’s a beautiful walk 
and the children ride on a pony (not a donkey, but close) 
and tell the story of Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem 2000 
years ago.  
 
The Bible tells us that when Jesus first entered Jerusa-
lem is was beautiful and exciting too. Here was a man who 
stuck up for the underdog; applauded anyone who felt 
compelled to search for God; and seemed to attract the 
whole spectrum of society irrespective of class, culture or 
background. 
 
Not surprising they laid palms as he passed on his way in 
the hope that he might sort everything out – he was 
someone they thought it easy to support because he sup-
ported them, personally. 
 
Jesus does support us, but not always as we would choose. 
And this is one reason why on Palm Sunday things start 
off wonderful and end up distressing. The people at the 
time were happy to receive his support until he claimed to 
be able to do the things that God can do and to destroy 
the huge and magnificent Temple building so as to rebuild 
it (spiritually): that was all too much and they just wanted 
rid of him.  
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Jesus is interested in supporting the human soul – the full, 
honest (faults and all) human being turned towards the 
light of God (with all that we are: body, mind, spirit).  
 
 
Those whom he encountered were more interested in what 
he could do for them socially, religiously, culturally and po-
litically (and these days, individually). Two thousand years 
later, the same dilemma exists for us, as C. S. Lewis ob-
served: 
 
You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, 
the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You 
can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him 
as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and 
God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense 
about his  being a great human teacher. He has not left 
that open to us. He did not intend to.” 
 
As an adult, I first felt the warmth and loving gentleness 
of Jesus when I found it within myself to drop my re-
sistance to the idea that he was of God. I managed this 
when I stopped putting him on trial, with my own perfectly 
self-constructed judge and jury. I didn’t stop thinking 
when this happened (I don’t believe faith stops us think-
ing) – I actually found my thoughts were enlarged and 
deepened, possibilities extended. 
 
If you can find a cross, hold it in your hand. I wonder what 
resistances you find within you, towards God; towards oth-
ers; or towards yourself? Are you prepared to put them 
down? 
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What does vision, prophetic voice and hope look like for you right 
now? 
 
 ‘Where there is no vision the people perish.’ This well-known phrase 
and comes from the book of Proverbs (28:18). More recent transla-
tions put it slightly differently, where there is no prophetic voice 
people cast off restraint. Quite an important message at this time 
of national and international crisis.  
 
‘A Common Vision’ is the title of a report UNAIDS and others put 
together last year, which documents 30 years of work by faith-
based groups on AIDS.  I was asked to share something of my ex-
periences leading that work together with people from many faith 
traditions-and-none, across many different countries and perhaps 
draw some lessons from it for the challenges we are facing today.  
 
Faith based groups and organizations have often been at heart of 
communities providing love and care, vision and guidance, practical 
help and support to the most vulnerable and those in need, including 
those living with HIV, those with Ebola and today those struggling 
to come to terms with Covid-19. At the same time, they can and 
have been the greatest hindrance to effective responses. Faith and 
other communities can be the greatest hindrance to fighting infec-
tious diseases when they close inwards and spread messages that 
create stigma and deepen the fear. 

Some of the most exciting initiatives I have seen are led by people living with 

HIV, I love the network of faith leaders who have had the courage to be open 

about living with HIV, and challenge the stigma and discrimination that others 

living with HIV have faced.  

Cannon Gideon Byamugisha, an Anglican priest from Uganda was the 

first to declare his HIV positive status. He started a network, which 

now has branches in over 40 countries world-wide called INERELA+. 

He challenged world leaders in 2006 to set aside the political positions 

they had come to defend and negotiate at the UN and instead make a 

choice to transform the AIDS landscape with total commitment:  
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To protect the lives and the rights of the most vulnerable, to provide com-

prehensive information based on the best scientific evidence and back it up 

with the necessary funding to see the job through. That message is just as 

relevant today as it was then- and this morning, he sent me a picture of the 

Kibeera slum dwelling in Kenya, asking how it is possible to do social dis-

tancing and control the virus here?   

This morning I was on a skype call with church leaders from Asia, Africa, UK 

and the USA, they have worked on HIV, and Ebola, been first on the scene 

when the Tsunami struck in Asia, and have worked with refugees fleeing 

from conflict and crisis in Africa and the Middle East. Our call was to strate-

gize how the church can most effectively respond to Covid-19. So many of 

the underlying challenges are the same whatever and wherever the crisis. 

How can you support the needs and protect the rights of those most vul-

nerable when people are afraid of one another and afraid of the infection?  

Hope so often lies in a willingness to reach out beyond the fear and listen to 

those in most need, and what they need most. As countries close their 

boarders, we can open our hearts and minds to support one another, and 

perhaps those who are not like us. Yes we can shop for food for those who 

cannot get out, share the medical and scientific information in clear and 

practical ways that make sense to people, we can make telephone calls and 

listen to those who are distressed, lonely and whose mental health is on the 

edge; but we can also keep a critical eye on the erosion of civil liberties and 

come together to call our leaders to account; for trust will collapse and peo-

ple will not follow the guidelines if those in leadership are not honest about 

the facts and clear about what is needed. We can learn from others about 

what worked in a small community in Singapore last week, that might help 

us here in Upper Wharfedale next week.  

As people of faith and as farming communities here in Upper-Wharfedale we 

have rhythms of life that have developed over generations: of work and rest, 

prayer and gathering, celebration and mourning the lost. We need to find 

different ways to express those rhythms today when we cannot physically 

gather, but the seasons of nature and life are familiar to people of these val-

leys and the value of a community and pulling together through a crisis is 

eternal.  

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these 

is love (1 Corinthians 13:13). 

Sally Smith 
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Spiced Easter Cookies 
 
100g  Self Raising Flour 
½   Teaspoon Cinnamon 
¼  Teaspoon Ground Nutmeg 
100g  Fine Semolina or Ground Rice 
100g  Margarine or Butter 
100g  Caster Sugar 
½ egg 
40g  Raisins (or other dried fruit) 
 
Line a couple of baking trays with parchment paper  
or grease them with butter. 
Turn oven on to 180ºC 
Sieve together, in a bowl, the flour, cinnamon, nutmeg and 
semolina. 
Rub in margarine/butter, with your finger tips, until resembles 
breadcrumbs. 
Add sugar and dried fruit and distribute throughout the 
‘breadcrumbs’. 
Add egg and mix to a stiff dough, adding a little milk if nec-
essary. 
 
Take about a walnut size section of dough at a time and roll 
with your hands into a ball. 
Place each ball onto a prepared baking tray ensuring they 
are a good way apart to allow for spread. (1foot square bak-
ing tray should accommodate 8 balls) 
Flatten each ball slightly with your fingers before baking un-
til nicely golden brown. (15-20mins) 
 
Should make around 15 biscuits. 
Allow to cool before removing from tray to cooling rack.  
Once cold – enjoy! 
 
With thanks to Sue Nelson 
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After the fire the flood....and then the Mozzies 
 
Yes, well this is surely closer to your experience in the 
Dales, especially of late. 
After our brush with the bush fire the heavens opened 
and we were treated to the answer to many prayers, all at 
once and in such great abundance that much of the coun-
try was flooded. Our minister wryly suggested perhaps we 
should pay more attention to the wording of our prayers! 
 
In our street the water rose quite suddenly one Monday 
morning, filled the road outside our front garden and be-
gan to seep up our driveway, until I was able to launch my 
kayak at our daughter’s back gate, paddle through our 
front yard and out along Jerry Bailey Road to where it 
joined forces with the creek, but it looked a little too wild 
for me, (much like the flooded Wharfe racing down past 
the back of Starbotton I imagine and flooding across the 
road at Kettlewell and Kilnsey.) This was exactly one week 
after we had travelled down on the coast road to a funer-
al at Broulee, with burnt views on either side of the road. 
 
The children, released from school because so many of 
the teachers hadn’t been able to get in to work, had an 
absolute ball; the next door neighbours found a garfish in 
their front yard, and the lad across the road reported 
seeing a red-bellied black snake swimming up the creek. 
Boats and bicycles came out and people splashed up the 
road knee deep in bare feet or submerged wellies. 
 
Several houses and the local servo (not unlike Wilkie’s at 
Kettlewell) were inundated, (giving rise to a sickening 
stench of fuel), the water peaking at 12 cms below Emily’s 
cottage floor (phew!) 
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When the tide went out a few hours later, the water 
flowed away back down the storm drains through which it 
had arrived, and next day the council gave the belated or-
der to open the Heads to allow the waves into the river 
estuary, bringing with them tons of blackened ash, twigs, 
branches, bark and whole trees from the bush fires fur-
ther down the coast, lining the coast with dark detricus, 
but allowing the river to drain away back across the sand 
instead of across our streets and gardens. 
Roads & schools were closed and people found roundabout 
routes to  
workplaces....but the best news was that after more than 
3 weeks of such torrential rains most of the bush fires 
had been brought under control. (not extinguished you un-
derstand!) Bad news was that there hadn’t been sufficient 
water to break the Queensland drought, and that beaches 
and rivers, possibly even reservoirs had been polluted in 
NSW by rain washing ash and fire retardant chemicals 
into their waters. 
All that standing water produced zillions of mosquitoes, I 
imagine much as the locusts have appeared in the African 
states, because of the wet and wild conditions, and this 
coincided with the news of the Corona virus spreading in-
exorably. Another more welcome visitor was the cicada, 
which can wait in the ground for up to 17 years for the 
right weather conditions before hatching. Now the eve-
nings are once again filled with their strumming and hum-
ming and everywhere is so green, it’s almost like being 
back in Yorkshire, an image encouraged by the recent ad-
vent of some dry stone walling taking place around local 
and Highlands farmland. 
Autumn next week and although initially cooler, it’s still 
quite unseasonably warm and humid into the bargain, 
which saps the energy levels. But hey, soon we’ll be com-
plaining about the cold again! 
Antipodean Friend of Hubberholme church, Heather Pow-
rie. 
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Dear friends, and friends I have yet to make, 

I am taking over as editor of the ‘Link’ this month, 

with great enthusiasm, considerable trepidation, and 

much gratitude to Matt for the great work he has 

done over the last five years.  

The Link has a long and illustrious history, as the 

magazine of the Parish Churches of Upper 

Wharfedale and Littondale, and despite our increas-

ing dependence on smart phones and social media, 

still provides a vital service for many of us (present 

and even some past) living here. 

I’d love to hear your thoughts on how we would make the Link even 

better; what you appreciate in it now (I guess we all turn to the rainfall 

figures!), what else you would like to see included, and ideas on how we 

can reach more people – social media, email, web etc.  

 

I’m at smithiwho@gmail.com if you’d like to send me a message.  

 

Sally and I have been gradually moving into Arncliffe since we bought 

Lane Top House in 2013 and made it our permanent home in 2018, 

though somewhat unexpectedly, I now find myself spending quite a bit of 

time back in Geneva with the World Health Organization. We’re both 

Yorkshire by adoption; I spent my early childhood in Askwith near Ot-

ley, and my teens in Normanton near Wakefield. We’ve spent most of 

the last 40 years overseas; 16 years in Nepal followed by 18 years in 

France, working in Geneva (which is where I am now, helping out with 

the COVID-19 response). 

We’ve all seen our lives disrupted in extraordinary ways over the last 

few weeks, as a pandemic of misinformation and fear preceded the cur-

rent pandemic of disease. But we are now seeing a pandemic of care – as 

people reach out to the vulnerable and those in need, providing help and 

support. Crises like this can bring out the worst in people, but also the 

very best, especially in communities like ours, where we all know (or in 

our case, are getting to know) one another. For even in the bleakest 

situations, there is still hope.  

My very best wishes to all,  

Ian Smith 

mailto:smithiwho@gmail.com
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For a few years now, The Falcon in Arncliffe has gener-
ously allowed us to hold the Maundy Thursday service in 
the front room. I love it because it feels reminiscent of 
the disciples coming together with Jesus to share the last 
supper. All of us from different walks of life, ages and 
stages upon life’s way, gathered, a little squashed, and 
chaotically, for an act of worship in the comfy front room 
of a local hostelry. 
 
It’s poignant because the word Maundy comes from the 
Latin mandatum meaning commandment – and the com-
mandment referred to is from Jesus, ‘that we should love 
one another as he has loved us’.  And that’s not that easy. 
 
Jesus has a fairly basic way of teaching us how to love one 
another – we have to serve one another without a desire 
for power or recognition and we must receive from others 
graciously. If we all do it, then hopefully no one misses 
out on being served. There is, of course, the strange pos-
sibility that we can sometimes respond by insisting that 
we are not being served quite as well as we think we ought 
to be – we have the capacity to be manipulative of an oth-
er’s service and we fall into judgement. I suppose we can 
sometimes judge God in a similar way. 
 
That’s not the case with the way Jesus serves; he doesn’t 
serve on the condition that he gets served or acknowl-
edged perfectly in return; it’s as if he does it in the hope 
that we’ll notice at some point, that when all’s said and 
done, it’s the only way to be. 
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It is deeply distressing that we can’t join together for 
Holy Communion (the last supper) at the moment. But per-
haps we can use the time to ponder the significance of the 
words that Jesus uses to bring us together: ‘This is my 
body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me’ 
 
I say these words quite a lot! So I find myself obsessing 
about one of them more than another at different times 
of my ministry. At present, I’m fixated on the word 
‘this’ (not the important word, surely, I hear you say). 
Maybe not. But when I hold the bread up and say ‘this’, it’s 
as if Jesus is guiding me away from all the enormity of 
sacrifice and sin and death, gently guiding me away from 
guilt and asking me to let him serve us: 
 
 ‘Come to supper. It’s all for nothing, if you don’t come to 
supper, together, with everyone invited. This is it. This bit 
of bread; a radically powerless salvation. Let me serve you. 
Serve one another with this bit of bread, equally, with 
love. Such hospitality will nourish you with simplicity, 
grace and humility.’ 
 
Due to the current situation we find ourselves in, Bishop 
Nick has spoken of the ‘fast’ of Holy Communion. If this 
provokes a longing for us to share together in the spiritual 
gift of Christ once this challenging crisis is over, then 
that is a longing I will willingly participate in. 
 
So, with many apologies for this thought, but with hope 
and faith in paraphrasing Vera Lynn: 
 
 ‘We'll eat again, Don't know where, Don't know when, But 
I know we'll meet again some sunny day. Keep smiling 
through, Just like you always do, 'Till the blue skies drive 
the dark clouds far away. 
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Please resist the temptation to use the internet to 
search out the answers! 
 
BIBLICAL ANAGRAMS 
 

1. RUSTIER CRONE 
2. LEGENDARY MAMA    (Answer has 2 words) 
3. ANTHEMS GEE 
4. AS PROVES   
5. MUM SEA 
 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 
 

1. Easter Island belongs to which South American 
country? 

2. Who wrote the popular Easter hymn ‘Christ the 
Lord is risen today’? 

3. Who was the jeweller to the Russian court famous 
for Easter eggs? 

4. What is the earliest possible date for Easter Sun-
day? 

5. What was the name of the hill where Jesus was 
crucified? 

6. What is the name of the fruit cake traditionally 
eaten at Easter? 

7. Which university term begins after Easter? 
8. Who was the first person to see Jesus alive after 

his crucifixion? 
9. In 2019 the Foreign Office warned against all but 

essential travel to which country following the 
Easter Sunday bombing? 

10. In which year was the word ‘chocolate’ first rec-
orded in English – was it     a. 1558, b. 1604, c. 
1708? 
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11. A picture of which everyday object on Instagram 
became a global phenomenon in 2019 by becoming 
the most ‘liked’ post in online history? 

12. What is the record for the most yolks ever found 
in a hen’s egg? 

13. How many boxes of chocolates did Queen Victoria 
send to Boer War soldiers on 1 January 1900? Was 
it a. none, b. 100, c. 1000, d. 100,000? 

14. Who wrote the songs for the 1948 musical ‘Easter 
Parade’?     

 Was it a. Cole Porter, b. Irving Berlin, c. George 
Gershwin? 

15. Which British chocolate maker, based in York, was 
founded in 1767 and taken over by Kraft Foods in 
1996? 

16. Which actor played the fictional character, 
‘Egghead’, in the 1960’s Batman television series? 

17. Nick Easter is a former professional sportsman in 
which sport? 

18. In 1873 which company introduced the first choc-
olate Easter egg in Britain? 

19. What name is given to the Sunday after Easter 
Sunday? 

20. United States President Hayes introduced which 
popular Easter event? 

[with grateful thanks to Judy Burgin] 

 

For your chance to win a once in a life time, top of the 
range, fully edible EASTER EGG, please return 
your answers by Wednesday 8th April:  

james.theodosius@leeds.anglican.org 

Or post them to: The Vicarage, Kettlewell, Skipton. 
BD23 5QU 

The winner will be the first name from the HAT! 
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One of the most powerful services on Good Friday is the 
Tenebrae Service – we’ve been using it at Kettlewell for 
the past few years. The word means ‘shadows’ and the ser-
vice is based upon the seven shadows of Jesus’s trial and 
crucifixion. Seven readings are used and they speak for 
themselves. It’s a very simple service starting with eight 
lit candles which are then extinguished as the service pro-
gresses. You can do it at home, if you can find eight can-
dles – or if you can’t, maybe you can find eight precious 
objects with meaning which you then take away at each 
stage. 
 
First light your candles. 
These are the seven readings, after each one, blow out a 
candle. 
 
1. THE SHADOW OF BETRAYAL 
Matthew 26. 20-25 
 
2. THE SHADOW OF INNER AGONY 
Luke 22. 40-44 
 
3. THE SHADOW OF LONELINESS 
Matthew 26. 40-45 
 
4. THE SHADOW OF DESERTION 
Matthew 26. 47-50, 55-56 
 
5. THE SHADOW OF ACCUSATION 
Matthew 26: 59-67 
 
6. THE SHADOW OF MOCKERY 
Mark 15:12-20 
 
7. THE SHADOW OF DEATH 
Luke 23:33-46 
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This prayer is said: 
 
Have mercy on us, O God, 
in your great goodness. 
Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
The final candle is extinguished. 
 
The sense of silence at the end of the service is symbolic 
of the horror of injustice and the brutal truth of death, 
but it is also resonant with expectation and anticipation, of 
something to come. 
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 Sometime over the coming weeks or months you might no-
tice that the creation of a beautiful limestone labyrinth 
will take place in the churchyard meadow as part of the 
wider, ongoing Kettlewell Churchyard Project.  
 
But what is a labyrinth and why might it 
be a special place in which to take a quiet moment out in 
the stillness and beauty of creation? 
 
Quite simply, a labyrinth is an ancient pattern which has 
been passed down through generations as a form of re-
flective tool. In our day we are learning that walking this 
pattern, laid down on the ground as a path, often has a 
calming, de-stressing or re-balancing effect on body, mind 
and spirit.  The path of the labyrinth safely ‘holds’ the 
walker.  It is a path on which to walk with our sorrows and 
fears, our joys and our hopes. 
 
Slowly walking the single path to the centre of the laby-
rinth, spending time in the centre and then retracing the 
same path back out, offers space to unburden ourselves 
for a moment of those things that are preoccupying us, in 
order to 
connect again with the deep inner resources which sustain 
our lives. 
 
During the difficult time we all face in the weeks and 
months ahead, may the labyrinth become for many a place 
of homecoming to ourselves and to all we hold sacred…and 
may walking its gentle path nourish our very soul.   
 
Di Blakey-Williams 
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In 2018 Matthew Roberts of Kettlewell granted the Up-
per Wharfedale Arts and Literature Society (UWALS) 
access to the extensive archive of early 20th century pho-
tographs in his possession. These historic images of Upper 
Wharfedale - originally commissioned by Percy Inman - 
became the centrepiece of Presenting the Past.   
 
Throughout a very busy and enjoyable 18 months, more 
than 50  member-participants  (and a group of children 
from  Cracoe School)  have been working on various 
strands of  the project, and generous support from the 
Heritage Lottery has enabled these different interest 
groups  - historical, photographic,  artistic, musical and 
literary - to develop their contributions to a final exhibi-
tion and online archive. 
 
One group of researchers has been trained by the Oral 
History Society in conducting interviews with long-
standing residents of the area. The resulting archive of 
recorded reminiscences of life as it used to be lived of-
fers a fascinating insight into the social history of the 
Dales, complementing the research papers produced by 
those investigating various aspects of local history. 
 
Meanwhile local musicians have composed a variety of 
original music and lyrics inspired by the photographs, in-
cluding electronic soundscapes to complement some of the 
interviews, as well as researching original dance music to 
recreate a taste of the old dance nights at Buckden and 
Oughtershaw. They plan to perform and ultimately record 
this material as part of the exhibition.  
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collection of inspiringly evocative poetry and prose cele-
brating the life and landscape depicted in the photographs.  
As well as being showcased during the exhibition, the work 
of the group is shortly to be published in book form as Pre-
sent in the Past, to be on sale very soon. 
 
In another strand of the project, a photographic group led 
by Manchester – based professional Andrew Brooks has 
produced its own archive of original photographs to add to 
that of Percy Inman. Their work includes ‘echo shots ‘ mir-
roring Inman’s originals, highlighting how much, or how lit-
tle, things have changed in a hundred years. There will be 
also a range of art work inspired by the archive, and the 
development of the whole project has been captured on 
film by independent film-maker Graham Kay.   
 
The photographs themselves will be displayed alongside the 
art, music, writing and research in an exhibition in Grass-
ington Town Hall. There will be musical performances in The 
Octagon, as well as readings and screenings of the film. The 
oral histories will be available on listening stations.  Origi-
nally planned for Spring 2020, the exhibition has now been 
postponed with the agreement of the Heritage Lottery 
Fund until 2021 - the new dates will be published soon.  
 
PLEASE NOTE that UWALS has had to suspend the Funk 
Wire but we will reconvene as soon as we can; see the web-
site for updates: uwals.co.uk.  In the meantime, online 
choirs are cropping up so try www.sofasingers.net and keep 
in touch if there is anything you need, or just for a chat! 

 

 

http://www.sofasingers.net
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Holy Saturday is a day most haunting and beautiful, between 
worlds - death and life; the finite and the infinite; the Creator 
and creation. For some, such a mix is the hallmark and truth of 
human existence, the realm through which we travel – for Chris-
tians, Jesus embodies this existence. 
 
For a few years now we have held an Easter Carol Service in the 
evening at Conistone Church. The service narrates the human 
struggle, recorded in The Bible, to search for and find God,. As 
the story unfolds during the service, we join in Easter hymns 
and carols, rejoicing that, despite all, the light remains constant 
in Christ, even as the darkness of death seems to overwhelm 
life. 
 
There’s a story some of you may know, of some children being 
asked what happened to Jesus on Holy Saturday. A child re-
sponded by saying, ‘He went looking for Judas in hell, to redeem 
and save him.’ That sounds about right. 
 
Maybe these words from The Letter to the Ephesians are worth 
saying during the day: 
 

Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead 
And Christ shall give you light. 

 
You have died, 

   and your life is hid with Christ in God. 
Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead. 

 
Set your minds on things that are above, 
   not on things that are on the earth. 

And Christ shall give you light. 
 

When Christ our life appears 
   you will appear with him in glory. 

Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, 
   and Christ shall give you light. 
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Thank you, Matt! 

 

 

As many of you will know, Matthew Roberts has 

been editing The Link for us for the past four years. 

He has decided to relinquished the heavy chains of 

the editorship, passing them on to Ian Smith. 

 

We are enormously grateful to Matt for his time and 

energy and ensuring The Link has reached us each 

month.  

 

Matt is hoping to continue his love of teaching 

abroad , and Covid-19  allowing, is looking to set off 

later in the year. 

 

Being a Dales lad, Matt will be back, but we wish him 

well on the next stage of his journey and ask God’s 

blessing upon him. 
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The day that quite literally changed the world, 
there can be no argument about that. 
 
This was the day on which the followers of Jesus 
decided to really follow the way of Christ, that is, 
they began to shape their lives through his teach-
ings and the hope of his promises because they 
had witnessed a new reality. He had conquered 
death (in all its forms). 
 
Christianity is a vibrant call to life.  
 
You’ve probably seen those stickers (usually in 
Land Rover Defenders), ‘One Life, Live it’. This is 
close to the call of Christ – although there is a 
crucial difference. The off-roading contemporary 
version is limited to having fun whilst you can be-
cause that will be it. The call of Christ is no less 
adventurous and no less about fun and exhilara-
tion and living life in its fullness, but it is not lim-
ited to fun. It is about seeing beyond (but not ig-
noring) the confines of what we initially perceive, 
sensing the mystery and wonder of the created 
order infused with the presence of God. Looking 
beyond self to neigbour; beyond riches to beauty; 
beyond suffering to hope; beyond revenge to for-
giveness; beyond violence to peace; beyond death 
to resurrection; beyond power to love; beyond 
creation to the Creator. Catching the vision of 
Christ: ‘I have come to give life in its fullness.’. 
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That’s why it’s normally not surprising to see a 
good gathering of Dales’ folk on the banks of the 
River Skirfare at 6.00am, the dawn of day, on 
Easter morning. The vicar, with freezing feet, will 
bless the waters. Some might be baptized in the 
river into this glorious vision and way; all those al-
ready baptized will be renewing their vows. A fire 
will be lit and from it the Easter Candle is lit, 
symbolizing the resurrection, the light of Christ. 
Once in church, the people light candles to bright-
en the gloom and with a loud shout and banging of 
instruments, exclaim: ‘Christ is Risen! He is Risen 
Indeed! Alleluia!  
 
It is vibrant and life-giving. It is truth. 
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The Link is the magazine & notice-board for the parishes 
of  

Kettlewell with Starbotton, Conistone with Kilnsey,  
Arncliffe with Halton Gill and Buckden with Hubberholme. 

 
Copy is preferred by email.  

Copy to your correspondent by the 10th of the preceding 
month. 

 
Editor: Ian Smith - smithiwho@gmail.com  

Buckden: Ric Halsall, (richalsalls@aol.com)  
Littondale: Patsy Campbell, (patsy.campbell@littondale.com) 

Conistone with Kilnsey: Kathryn & Philip Butterfield, 
(philip.butterfield@talk21.com) 

 
Advertising Manager: Nicky White 

(nickyjwhite2000@gmail.com) 

Rainfall in February 2020. 

  

       Kettlewell             Beckermonds             Arncliffe 

          mm.         ins            mm.          Ins            mm          ins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figures supplied by:  Elspeth Miller, Arncliffe; Avril Harrison,  

Beckermonds; and Ian Cuthbert, Kettlewell 

2020     202 7.95  512.0 20.16 

2019   184.7 7.27   248 9.76   
220.0

6 
8.66 

2018   210.0 8.27   219.5 8.64   253.4 9.98 

2017   92.6 3.65   137 5.4   129.7 5.10 

2016   184.6 7.27   242.5 9.55   196.44 7.72 

2015   459.1 18.1   604.9 23.82   449.6 17.7 

2014   117.3 4.62   202.4 7.96   141.3 5.56 

7-yr 

avge 
    

  265.19 10.44 
  219.76 

8.65 

mailto:smithiwho@gmail.com
mailto:richalsalls@aol.com
mailto:patsy.campbell@littondale.com
mailto:nicky-fairweather@supanet.com
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   Church Contact Telephone Numbers 
    The Parish Administrator  

Andrew Hitchon - 380237 

The Vicar 

    The Revd James Theodosius  

760237 

The Methodist Minister 

    Revd Andrew Webb     

691057 

RC Priest 

    Mgr Andrew Summersgill  

793000 

Congregational Minister 

    The Revd Peter Thomas   

753848 

Afterword …. 
 

All of our churches rely on generous regular giving on Sundays, 

most through an envelope scheme, but also from visitors and sup-
porters. We are unfortunately, like many others, taking quite a hit 

at the moment. 

 

If you do use the envelope scheme or would ordinarily give a do-

nation via the plate; or if you’d like to give a one off donation, it 

would really help if you could do so by standing order. The parish 

details are as follows: 

 

Account Name:  Upper Wharfedale and Littondale PCC 

Account number: 40541370 

Sort Code: 207842  
‘If you are a UK Taxpayer, your donation(s) should be eligible for Gift 
Aid.  This will cost you nothing but will mean that we can claim an addi-
tional 25% from HMRC.  If you are making a donation and are a UK tax-
payer, please let our Treasurer know once you have made the payment 
or set up the standing order.  Nick Davies, our Treasurer, can be con-
tacted at  nick.davies14@icloud.com 
 

Thank you! 



30 Crossword  Solution on p. 3 

Across 

1 Relating to the whole uni-

verse (6)  

4 The disciple who made the 

remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) 

(6)  

8 ‘Unless I see the nail 

marks — — hands, I will not 

believe  it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  

9 He urged King Jehoiakim 

not to burn the scroll containing 

Jeremiah’s message  

 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  

10 Baptist minister and con-

troversial founder of America’s 

Moral Majority, Jerry — (7)  

11 ‘Look, here is — . Why 

shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 

8:36) (5)  

12 Repossessed (Genesis 

14:16) (9)  

17 Port from which Paul 

sailed on his last journey to 

Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 

19 ‘Moses was not aware that 

his face was — because he had 

spoken with the Lord’  

 (Exodus 34:29) (7) 

21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-

man, half-horse (7) 

22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 

23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so 

he was added to the — 

apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 

24 ‘I was sick and you looked 

after me, I was in — and you 

came to visit me’ (Matthew  

 25:36) (6) 

Down 

1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 

141:6) (6)   

2 Academic (1 Corinthians 

1:20) (7) 

3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  

5 For example, the Crusades 

(4,3) 

6 11 Across is certainly this 

(5)  

7 He reps (anag.) (6)  

9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 

13 Man who asked the ques-

tion in 11 Across was in charge 

of all her treasury (Acts 8:27)  

 (7) 

14 They must be ‘worthy of 

respect, sincere, not in-

dulging in much wine’ (1 

Timothy 3:8) (7)  

15 The human mind or soul 

(6)  

16 ‘O Lord, while precious 

children starve, the tools 

of war increase; their 

bread is — ’ (Graham 

Kendrick) (6) 

18 ‘We played the flute for 

you, and you did not — 

’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  

20 Bared (anag.) (5) 
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Why are people so tired at 
the beginning of April? 

 
Because they’ve just fin-

ished a long March … 
 

May … your Easter be vi-
brant with hope and the 

fulness of life. 
 

[but don’t put up with loneli-
ness or hardship, pick up the 

‘phone and be in contact if you 
need anything.] 

 
01756 760237 

 
For Holy Week & Easter 

Services, please see: 
 

www.upperwharfedalechurches.org 


